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Subscription: 1 year .. $3.00; Individual Copies . 30c 
Make checks and money orders payable to LIBERATION 


EDITORIAL BOARD 


Dave Dellinger 
Roy Finch 
Sidney Lens 
A. J. Muste 
Bayard Rustin 


ASSOCIATE EDITORS j 
Robert Pickus | 
Mulford Sibley 
Charles Walker 
Denny Wilcher 


BUSINESS MANAGER 
Ralph Di Gia 


EDITORIAL SECRETAKY 
David McReynolds 
CONI RIBUTORS 
Claire Huchet Bishop 
charles Bloomstein 
Den Calhoun 
Martin J. Corbin 
Dorothy Day 
Waldo Frank 
Richard Gregg 
Wallace Hamiltca 
Michael Harrington 
Francis Heisler 
William Hesseltine 
Homer A. Jack 
Paul Jacobs 
Herbert Kelman 
Roy Kepler 
Martin Luther King, Ji 
Staughton Lynd 
Norman Mailer 
Milton Mayer 
Helen Mears 
Lewis Mumford 
Don Murray 
William Neumann 
Kenneth Patchen 
James Peck 
Benjamin Reid 
Kenneth Rexroth 
Pitirim Sorokin 
Kurt H. Wolff 
Curtis Zahn 
Berlin 
Henry Holm 
Calcutta 
Nirmal Kumar Bose 
London 
Vera Brittain 
J. Allen Skinner 
New Delhi 
Khrishnalal Shridharam 


ARTIST 
Rita Corbin 


PHOTOGRAPHER 
Harold Feinstein 





Printed by 


THE LIBERTARIAN PREss 
a workers’ community shop 


GLEN GARDNER, N. J 





a 





THE 500 WHO DIDNT HIDE 

There is a sense in which the 
Civil Defense issue is peripheral. The 
central issue is the deterrence-by-mas- 
sive-retaliation policy and the build- 
ing of ever more deadly and intricate 
machinery for mass destruction (Gen- 
eral Bradley’s “electronic house of 
cards”) with increasing risk that 
someone’s mind will snap, someone 
will accidentally make the wrong 
move or misinterpret another’s move, 
some defect will develop in the vast 
complex of computers, with the re- 
sult that mankind is engulfed in ca- 
tastrophe. All this has been high- 
lighted, of course, by the incident of 
the test pilot, Francis Gary Powers. 
forced down in the Soviet Union on 
May Day. Suddenly, millions have 
caught a glimpse of what goes on be- 
hind the screen of diplomacy and ne- 
gotiation and begun to realize how 
slender is the thread by which peace 
hangs. 

Nevertheless, in the minds of the 
military and of their brain-trusters 
(the power realists of the Rand Cor- 
poration, for example), Civil Defense 
as a factor in deterrence is increasing: 
ly stressed. The line is that if Soviet 
strategists know that we have made 
provision for survival ef at least a 
few million—in other words, are 
serious when we threaten massive re- 
taliation—the Kremlin will be less 
able to bluff us. By the same token, 
when the Pentagon feels that it has 
the civil population drilled into ac- 
cepting nuclear war, it will be in a 
position to raise the ante in the 
bluffing game with the Soviet gam- 
blers. It should be noted that at the 
very time the New York State legis- 
lators were killing Governor Rocke- 
feller’s compulsory-shelter program 
with derisive laughter, the firebrand 
scientist, Edward Teller, did not hes- 
itate to come out with a proclamation 
that there must be enough shelters 
for practically every individual in 
the whole nation. 

As for popular reaction, despite 
the glowing reports the Office of De- 
fense Mobilization puts out every 
year after each nation-wide drill, it 
is clear that the prevailing attitude is 
one of apathy. The population is cer- 
tainly not on fire over Civil Defense. 
However, it is difficult to determine 
what this diffused apathy means, 
since in most states there are no pen- 
alties for refusing to tuke part in 
drills, the American people have not 
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had first-hand experience with mod- 
ern war on their own soil, and Con- 
gress and the executive have not 
really turned on the heat with prop- 
aganda to drum up backing for a 
really big shelter program. 
Therefore, New York State, which 
has an Emergency Defense Act under 
which people can be segtenced to a 
year in jail and a heavy fine—a law 
which has been enforced against Civil 
Defense protesters in New York City 
annually for five years—provides a 
more genuine test as to what people 
think of Civil Defense. What has 
been conclusively proved by the big 
turn-out of protesters in City Hall 
Park in New York on May 3rd, and 
by the series of protests in the uni- 
versities and colleges, including the 
municipal ones, and even in the high 
schools, is that outside pacifist ranks 
there are a considerable number of 
ordinary citizens who have a positive 
dislike for Civil Defense, who are 
not indifferent to it but against it, 
and whose opposition has reached 
the point where they act on their con- 
viction, even at the risk of arrest. 
The conservative New York Herald 
Tribune estimated that there were 
one thousand demonstrators in City 
Hall Park, that of these no fewer 
than five hundred remained when the 
alert sounded, and that most of the 
rest did not even pretend to take shel- 
ter, but instead lined up on the side- 
walks opposite the park, along with 
passersby who made uo move to take 
shelter. Among those taking part in 
the festive gathering in the park were 
small children, who had come as a re- 
sult of the work of three young moth- 
ers who had worked independently, 
in cooperation with the Civil Defense 
Protest Committee. Students also 
openly protested, defying threats by 
the school authorities to impose ser- 
ious penalties. They ranged in num- 
ber from a half dozen in some high 
schools to two hundred on the steps 
of Boylan Hall at Brooklyn College. 
The behavior of the C.D. authori- 
ties and the police in this situation 
is significant. No real effort to break 
up the demonstration and to disci- 
pline the demonstrators was made 
and the indications are that this was 
policy formulated somewhere higher 
up. There were only two paddy 
wagons near the Park and fewer po- 
lice in and around it than in previous 
years, when we were a handful. The 
theory that the police were taken by 
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surprise will not hold water. There 
was plenty of evidence days before 
that the ‘demonstration would be 
much bigger than it had been in for- 
mer years. This was still clearer a 
half hour or more before the sirens 
sounded. In any event, police can 
always rally plenty of forces at short 
notice in that section of New York, if 
they want to. 

Clearly the Civil Defense authori- 
ties did not want to face the conse- 
quences of herding five hundred citi- 
zens, including a hundred mothers 
with little children, into jail and the 
Magistrate’s Court. If they had 
thought such a move would be pop- 
ular among citizens generally, they 
would undoubtedly have made it. 
The chances are that plenty of people 
who would not think of demonstra- 
ting themselves would have thought 
it silly to arrest all these demonstra- 
tors, because fundamentally they feel 
that the Civil Defense set-up is silly 
and worse—“cruel deception on the 
American people,” as Governor Mey- 
nor of New Jersey openly proclaims. 
Moreover, mass arrests would only 
have brought more publicity and 
thus forced more discussion of C.D., 
which is just what C.D. cannot face. 

Under the circumstances, it was 
gross discrimination to arrest at ran- 
dom 26 men and women, and ignore 
easily identified leaders of the Civil 
Defense Protest Committee and well- 
known citizens whom the _ report- 
ers and TV commentators were pho- 
tographing and interviewing, such 
as Dorothy Day, Albert Bigelow and 
novelists Kay Boyle and Norman 
Mailer. So was the sentencing of these 
26 people to five days in jail, al- 
though this was clearly light treat- 
ment compared with the sentences 


‘which have been imposed in some 


other years. 

It is hard to see how the Emergen- 
cy Defense Act can be enforced in 
the future. The law, or at least the 
section compelling participation in 
drills, would seem to be dead or all 
but dead. The other significant de- 
velopment, however, ou which we 
have space to comment is that, this 
year, no one—least of all the mothers 
and students—thinks that C.D. can be 
forgotten until next year. On the con- 
trary, people are asking, “What do 
we do next?” At this writing it ap- 
pears that a movement is underway 
to back up the students who may be 
disciplined by college authorities; 
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to abolish C.D. drills entirely in 
public schools and colleges; and to 
secure the abolition of the New 
York State Emergency Defense Act. 
All this is in part, it seems to me, 
the reflection of a change of climate, 
a sort of revulsion against conformity 
and passive acceptance, which is 
taking place. People, including stu- 
dents, want to act. So the C.D. issue 
comes along and they seize on it. 
But it is also true, in my opinion, 
that at least the more informed and 
sophisticated sections of the Amer- 
ican people are beginning to “feel” 
the nuclear-war issue in their bones 
and to be aware that they cannot 
count on drifting into security and 
peace. Because mothers think of what 
would happen to their children if 
the bomb fell, and because they re- 
sent the psychological effect of teach- 
ing children to crouch under desks 
in school, C.D. hits a nerve which 
stabs minds awake. Who knows what 
the resulting state of mind may lead 
to? Evidently the C.D. authorities 
are not anxious to press the matter. 
A. J. M. 


IS JESUS CHRIST COOL? 

Is it blasphemous to talk about 
Jesus Christ in the jazz slang of the 
beatniks? This seems to be the con- 
tention of Congressman Steven B. 
Derounian of New York. He is up in 
arms about a poem, by one of Lin- 
ERATION’S contributors, Lawrence Fer- 
linghetti, which was recently assigned 
for study in a humanities course at 
the New York ‘State University on 
Long Island. The poem is called “Co- 
ney Islands of the Mind V,” and it 
describes Jesus as “cool” and talks 
about his being invited to “join the 
combo”. Mr. Derounian has written 
the dean of the university and the 
Governor of New York to protest that 
the poem is offensive to Christians. 
He demands an investigation. 

Mr. Derounian is no educator, but 
since the university is supported by 
public funds, he feels a proprietary 
interest in what is taught there. We 
wonder if he has looked into the lit- 
erature and philosophy courses. Stu- 
dents may actually be reading things 
which really attack Christianity. 
They may even be reading the writ- 
ings of atheists! How can the watch- 
dogs of the public funds permit this? 
We admired Mr. Derounian’s com- 
ment on the testimony of Charles 
Van Doren in the TV quiz-scandal 
hearings. After other Congressmen 
had gotten through thanking Mr. 
Van Doren effusively for his testi- 
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mony, Mr. Derounian remarked thai 
no mature man should be congratu- 
lated for telling the truth. We wish 
Mr. Derounian would apply some of 
this same good common sense in the 
present instance, and withdraw his 
inane protests. R. F. 


“PLEASE DON’T!” 

It may seem a little thing to kill 
a convicted “criminal” like Caryl 
Chessman or Pablo Vargas when Eis- 
enhower and Khrushchev are playing 
cops and robbers with nuclear mis- 
siles. But a society is judged by the 
way it treats its individuals, and the 
blind and unforgiving spirit which 
characterizes society’s attitude toward 
those who run afoul of the law nour- 
ishes the state of un-mind that may 
cause six million persons in New 
York or Moscow to be incinerated 
one of these days. 

When Pablo Vargas was about to 
be executed by the people of New 
York State, on May 12th, he walked 
with apparent calm between two 
guards until he approached the ac- 
tual murder chamber. Then he 
pulled back and began to scream 
“Please don’t!” He had to be dragged 
to the electric chair and forcibly 
strapped in, pleading over and over 
“Please don’t!” It is an indication 
of the falsity of the distinction Twen- 
tieth century man makes between 
what he does as an individual and 
what he does as an employee or as 
an agent of the state that the guards 
and officials were able to proceed 
with the murder. Apparently the 
guards (like those who help devise, 
manufacture or transport the weap- 
ons that will some day deform and 
destroy the children of man) felt that 
economic necessity and deference to 
democratic law justified their actions. 
People who never look into the eyes 
of the dying victim may get vicarious 
revenge by executing some unfortu- 
nate humans, but it is hard to believe 
that the men who actually carry out 
society's ritual murder get personal 
satisfaction from the act, whether the 
victim dies bravely, as Chessman did, 
or screaming, as Vargas did. 

As Albert Camus has pointed out 
in “Reflections on the Guillotine.” 
(reprinted in Evergreen Review, 


No. 12, March-April, 1960) if we 
really believed that legal murder 


serves as a deterrent to crime, we 
would continue to have public exeeu- 
tions and—I might add—we would 
take our school children to witne-s 
them at an impressionable age so that 
the deterrent effect would be maxi- 





mized. England used to have spectac- 
ular hangings of pickpockets but had 
to abandon them when she found 
out that large numbers of the specta- 
tors had their pockets picked. Actu- 
ally, to the extent that capital punish- 
ment has any effect either way, it en- 
courages crime by destroying the 
foundations of all worthwhile moral- 
ity: reverence for human life. 

Most murders are committed in 
passion or in fear, with little regard 
for the consequences. Most of the per- 
sons executed are the poor and the 
friendless (who have committed an 
isolated crime of passion) and the 
sexually bedevilled who have des- 
troyed the unfortunate victim of 
their misdirected desire for tender- 
ness rather than face the condemna- 
tions of the society that (for money- 
making purposes) has whetted their 
sexual appetites and thwarted their 
proper fulfilment. Gangsters and 
hired assassins are more apt to be 
spared because of their money and 
their “connections” with law-enforce- 
ment agencies, while most of the 
state’s victims are Negroes and immi- 
grants, though only a small percen- 
tage of murders are committed by 
members of these groups. In the 
North, soon the greatest percentage 
will be Puerto Ricans (like Pablo 
Vargas who could only speak a few 
words of English) because as Negroes 
rise in society, Puerto Ricans are 
beginning to replace them as the 
most downtrodden and _friendless. 

When members of the New Jersey 
Council to Abolish Capital Punish- 
ment (221A Halsey St., Princeton) 
picketed the State House in Trenton 
tast month, they set in motion events 
which saved the lives of the three 
men who were scheduled to be execn- 
ied the following week. While Pablo 
Vargas was being dragged screaming 
to the electric chair, pickets from the 
Catholic Worker, the New York Com- 
mittee Against Capital Punishment 
(2 West 64th St., New York 23, N.Y.) 
and Ethical Culture were walking 
outside the walls of Sing Sing. They 
were not able to stop this particular 
murder, but let us hope they win 
more supporters. 

As Nicholas Berdyaev has pointed 
out, 

The condition of people’s moral con- 
sciousness may be gauged in a sense by 
their attitude to capital punishment. 
[t is an ominous moral sign that the peo- 
ple of Western Europe and America 
approve of capital punishment. 

D. D. 
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A Statement by the Editors of LIBERATION: 


Fundamentals of Strategy for the 


STRUGGLE FOR INTEGRATION 


NOT MANY MONTHS ago the movement 
for liberation of Negroes in the South, which had been 
highlighted by the struggles in Montgomery and Little 
Rock, was in the doldrums. Instead of massive initiative 
being developed by the Negro people, their organiza- 
tions and their leaders, it was those who opposed the 
democratization and humanization of American, and 
particularly of Southern, society who were organizing 
massive resistance. 

The resistance to integration of the public schools and 
to recognition of the right of Negroes to the vote has, 
of course, not been free from outright violence on the 
part of extremists and brutality on the part of the police. 
In the main, however, it has not taken the form of naked 
and unabashed violence, as in an earlier period it might 
have done. For obvious reasons, white people and their 
agencies of government cannot operate in the United 
States in exactly the same way as in South Africa. More- 
over, it would not have been easy to resort to naked 
violence against a movement which had Martin Luther 
King, Jr., an exponent and practitioner of the Gandhian 
philosophy and tactic of nonviolent direct action, as 
its symbol. 

Southern resistance has mainly taken two forms. In 
the first place, there are the various ways in which 
legislative and judicial machinery is used to thwart the 
1954 Supreme Court decision providing for public school 
integration. One of the architects of this policy is said to 
have boasted that segregationists would tie the move- 
ment for liberation up in “a century of legislation and 
litigation.” They certainly did slow it down to not much 
more than a crawl, as the pattern of “token integration,” 
which is actually a denial of integration, was established 
where simple refusal to do anything did not suffice. 

The second form of resistance to basic change in the 
structure of Southern society was cultural or spiritual, 
which is not to say that it does not have massive political 
consequences. The weight of Southern thinking. sen- 
timent, emotional reaction, has remained on the side of 
segregation, i.e. of inequality. i.e. of white supremacy. 
Most so-called progressive or liberal opinion, at least 
insofar as it achieves organized expression, is for segre- 
gation; but against closing the public schools rather 
than acquiescing in token integration: against mob vio- 
lence; against crude but not against subtle defiance of 
the Supreme Court decision. and so on. But this is equiv- 
alent to saying that the hasie human and political issue 
of equality, whether we are indeed a “new nation . 


Vay 1960 


dedicated to the proposition that all men are created 
equal,” has been decided in the negative by the majority 
of Southerners, whether consciously and deliberately 
or passively and by default. This is indeed “massive” 
resistance. 

There are certain negative factors also contributing to 
the slowing down of the Negro movement, which we can 
only list in passing. Firstly, there is no political democ- 
racy in the South, even to the extent that this obtains 
in other sections of the country. The South is dominated 
by a one-party political régime, which distorts, when it 
does not absolutely frustrate, anything like popular dis- 
cussion of issues and consequent decisions. Secondly, 
Negroes have virtually no share in the control of law- 
enforcement machinery. Thirdly, the economic status 
of Negroes is inferior. This holds true of all but a small 
minority of individual Negroes. Equally important is 
the fact that Negro finance, business and industrial in- 
stitutions are relatively weak and have to operate in an 
economy controlled by whites. 

Fourthly, the labor movement in the South is woe- 
fully weak, and the labor movement in the country as a 
whole generally lacks social vision and militancy. It 
offers no substantial opposition to the nuclear-war policy 
of the Democratic and Republican parties, even when it 
does not wholeheartedly support that policy. It has been 
divided in its own mind over the race issue and lacked 
the vision and courage to mount a vigorous campaign 
to organize Southern Negroes and whites together in 
powerful unions, when Montgomery and the Supreme 
Court decision opened the way for such a move. 

As we have said, the liberation movement was badly 
bogged down a few months ago. The leaders did not pro- 
vide a strong program and clear initiative. During the 
disgraceful filibuster over the civil-rights bill in the 
Senate, not a single move was made by any of the organ- 
izations to launch a stern and dramatic protest. Then the 
student sit-ins in one Southern city after another “bailed 
them out”, if we may use that expression to state a so- 
ciological fact, not to cast slurs at individual leaders. 
These sit-ins were essentially spontaneous. They oc- 
curred, of course, in, the context of the struggles, frustra- 
tions and disappointments to which we have referred. 
But. in the first place, neither Communists (who simply 
don’t count in situations of this kind in the United 
States, whatever J. Edgar Hoover may believe or pretend 
to helieve) nor anybody from the North, thought up and 
organized the sit-in demonstrations. Southerners who 





know such allegations are false but make them nonethe- 
less are political scoundrels, and in the present world 
situation are playing with fire. Southerners who honestly 
think that such things as the sit-ins could not happen 
“spontaneously”, i.e. simply because the more well-to- 
do, the best educated, the most disciplined and cultured 
—essentially middle-class—Negro students were fed up 
with racial discrimination, are the benighted victims 
of a caste-structured society and of mis-education and 
non-education, for which the white “Christian” churches 
it includes after all the “Bible Belt”—are 


chiefly responsible. 
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But it is even more important that the sit-ins were 
spontaneous in the sense that no organization, such as 
the N.A.A.C.P. or the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, thought them up and organized them. For 
the time being, it is the students who have given a lift to 
the organizations rather than the other way around. The 
sit-ins have conferred a fresh importance on such men as 
Roy Wilkins and Martin Luther King, Jr.—to use them 
as symbols—and have given them subject matter for 
their pronouncements. 

Within a single week, each of these men recently is- 
sued a call to action. On May 2nd, according to the 
New York Herald-Tribune of the following day, King, 
in Atlanta, confirmed a report that Negroes will go to 
registration places and voting places in the hundreds 
of thousands, refusing to move until satisfaction is 
obtained. He endorsed the statement of an associate 
that “the greatest progress of the American Negro in the 
future will not be made in Congress or in the Supreme 
Court. It will come in the jails.” as Negroes refuse to 
dissipate money and energy in raising bail and carrying 
on countless time-consuming legal battles, and instead 
choose jail, emulating the Indians in their nonviolent 
struggle for independence under Gandhi. 

Shortly thereafter, Roy Wilkins, speaking at 2 confer- 
ence of N.A.A.C.P. leaders. also in Atlanta, according 
to the New York Times of May 8th, announced on behalf 
of the N.A.A.C.P. a “wade-in” campaign on Southern 
beaches from Cape May, New Jersey to Brownsville, 
Texas. Negroes, Wilkins pointed out, pay taxes to maia- 
tain the publie beaches, “they get hot just like white 
folks do”: and they are going swimming “this summer.” 
Along with this campaign, school desegregation, ending 
discrimination at lunch counters, and registration at 
the polls are to be vigorously pressed. 

Revolutions, however, are not made by militant state- 
ments. Nor for that matter are they successfully carried 
out merely by a series of spontaneous demonstrations. 
Given the external conditions which made _ radical 
changes desirable and even necessary, sucecss depends 
upon a creative integration of mass need and impulse. 
on the one hand. and great, dedicated leadership, on 
the other. 
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are to be translated into competent and sustained action, 
is, with the exception of the issue of nuclear war, the 
most important question before the American people 
today. We used the word “revolution” advisedly a mo- 
ment ago. If Negroes come out of the current struggles 
with their feet firmly set on the road to equality and 
recognized as human beings (without quibble or reser- 
vation) the whole structure of Southern society will be 
transformed. A “way of life.” as the phrase goes, will 
cease to be. The people who have lived under it—whites 
and Negroes alike—will be liberated. 

The transformation of the social structure will have 
all kinds of repercussions. The Democratic Party in 
the South will be shaken. In fact, in its present form and 
structure, it will disappear, which is not the least of 
the reasons why Southern Democratic politicians are so 
bitterly opposed to the integration movement and why 
they are so indifferent to the advantages that accrue to 
Communism from the persistence of discrimination in 
this country. These people would apparently rather see 
Communism triumph than pay the price of its defeat 
by abandoning their “way of life” and their power. 
There is no phonier political phenomenon today than 
Senator Eastland’s Committee on Internal Security, with 
its “war” on Communism! It is needless to add that the 
demise of the Southern Democratic Party as now consti- 
tuted will have repercussions elsewhere. 

If the Negro liberation movement succeeds, this means 
that white and Negro workers in the South will accept 
each other as human beings, and will be organized into 
mass unions. This in turn means that the color line will 
be wiped out in all unions. Moreover, the organization of 
Southern labor and the accompanying impetus to organ- 
ization elsewhere, will almost certainly lead to a much 
greater strengthening of the labor movement and (let us 
hope) a deeper transformation of its social vision than 
took place in the haleyon days of the upsurge of organi- 
zation in the late Thirties and early Forties. 

To cite another future possibility, liberation of Ne- 
groes in the South will require a great moral effort on 
the part of a people and will bring with it a great release 
of moral energy. This will be especially true if the move- 
ment remains nonviolent or—to speak more accurately— 
becomes deeply nonviolent in spirit, in program and in 
tactics, i.e. revolutionary in the profoundest and finest 
sense. If this happens, it will greatly affect the whole of 
American life, including our attitude toward war and 
our relations with the rest of the world. 

Such things may happen. There is no “law” which 
says they must. Despite inspiring and heroic episodes 
in the liberation struggle, despite the emergence from 
time to time of appealing figures among adults or youth, 
no true revolution and renewal will take place without 
planning, without program, without leadership and dis- 
cipline and sacrifice. If there is a vacuum so far as these 


items are concerned, vested interests among Negroes will 
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assert themselves, as they are already doing in places 
where Negro teachers don’t want public-school integra- 
tion “hurried,” although it has been delayed for a cen- 
tury, and Negro bishops don’t want churches integrated, 
although this question should have been settled once 
and for all nineteen centuries ago. The politicians who 
want to see the status quo maintained in American life 
generally will stand ready to provide “leadership” that 
will direct discontent into safe channels. They will neu- 
tralize the one element—the Negroes of the United 
States, and especially of the South—who, driven by their 
immediate needs and grievances, may provide the driv- 
ing force to break the crust of custom and of apathy and 
provide American life with élan and vision. Lacking 
this, American life may remain outwardly tolerable for 
a time. But for its own people it will be stale and frus- 
trating. 


Hard Facts the Leaders Must Face 

Those who undertake a revolution, as is the case with 
those in the South who call for freedom and human 
equality for Negroes, are obligated to try at least to see 
it through. By definition, they have undertaken a job 
which cannot be accomplished entirely, or perhaps even 
mainly, through the existing social and political machin- 
ery. It is to a large extent the existing structures an, 
mechanisms which prevent accomplishment, as we are 
freshly reminded by the passage of the much touted 
civil-rights bill, allegedly to facilitate registration of 
Negroes. Action which is illegal under current defini- 
tions cannot be avoided. 

Where does the power reside which can advance the 
movement for Negro liberation? As everyone sees at cer- 
tain moments (during the Montgomery bus protest or 
lunch counter sit-ins), the power is in mass action by the 
Negro people. This is not merely a matter of numbers, 
though they are a factor. It is a matter of human solidar- 
ity, of the moral power that is generated when people 
who have been fragmented individuals because they 
accepted inferior status, are transformed, because to- 
gether they demand freedom. It is this power which 
suddenly causes an imposing structure of custom, law, 
authority and force to crumble because people unitedly 
stop respecting it and conforming to it. 

To assert that power derives from mass direct action 
is not to say that other means, such as legislative or 
judicial procedures, have no place. It is to say that with- 
out direct action, they are impotent, and may even be 
diversionary and enfeebling. It is to say that they must 
supplement and serve direct action, not vice versa. 

Mass action is a mere gesture unless those who engage 
in it are prepared for mass arrests. These are almost cer- 
tain to take place. At that point again, the logic of mass 
action has to be followed. Without claiming that in all 
cases accepting bail, pleading not guilty and standing 


trial, appealing cases to higher courts, paying fines, ete., 
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must be rejected, these things cannot be the central 
policy of a mass movement. They eat up money, and 
place the movement for liberation in a defensive po- 
sition. They are likely to stall mass action until, months 
or years later, the outcome of, appeals is decided. It all 
amounts to acquiescing in the slow grinding of the mach- 
inery which is there precisely to prevent the changes the 
mass movemeri seeks. It is more effective to fill the 
jails, and use the money for the families of the volun- 
teers than to throw it into the jaws of the legal mills. 

The thesis that mass action leads to jail applies to 
leaders as well as to the rank and file. When you go to 
newly independent countries these days, in India or Af- 
rica, you find that practically every cabinet member, 
every leading labor unionist, writer and professional 
man, served one or more terms in prison for challenging 
the old régime. We are stating an obvious and often dem- 
onstrated fact, and not attempting to “tell somebody 
what to do,” when we assert that leaders cannot expect 
students and workers to heed exhortations not to accept 
bail, not to pay fines, to go to jail, from leaders who do 
not follow their own advice. 

The recognized leader of the movement for Negro 
liberation, the man who has become a symbol of the 
struggle and who evokes emotion so that people, Negro 
and white, identify with him (or react against him) is 
Martin Luther King, Jr. King is a Southerner and his 
work has been and is in the South. It has been pointed 
out that this is the first time since Booker T. Washing- 
ton’s days that the leading Negroes have lived and oper- 
ated in the South, because that is where the crucial bat- 
tle is taking place, where Negroes can take mass action, 
and are driven to it because there is no alternative. This 
or that may happen to or be achieved by individual Ne- 
groes, but the Negro people will remain in bondage 
and humiliation unless the South’s Negroes win freedom. 

This factor—that leadership must be Southern and 
must be leadership of masses of people in motion— 
imposes itself upon the individuals and organizations in 
the field, as we see it. There is no escape from it. Individ- 
uals may have their rivalries, as they nearly always do. 
Organizations may have their established patterns, their 
vested interests, their competitions for funds, their am- 
bitions. The individuals involved will, of course, have 
to deal with their respective conflicts. The various or- 
ganizations in the field will have to resolve their conflicts 
and find ways of working together. God knows, there is 
no shortage of work to do. But it is not we—“outsiders,” 





but the hard facts of the situation which say 
that Martin Luther King, Jr. and the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference cannot escape the awful respon- 


as it were 


sibility implied in this condition, that leadership has to 
be Southern. Equally, it is the tough political and social 
realities which say to the N.A.A.C.P. and any other 
organizations in the field and to their leaders that the 
crucial struggle is in the South, that the indispensable 
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major instrument of that struggle is action which in- 
volves masses, and that leadership has to be indigenous 
to the South. This is not to say that only Southern 
Negroes can act, or that there are not other forms of 
action which are also necessary and tremendously help- 
ful, if the condition we have mentioned is accepted and 
acted upon. 


The Negro Church, N.A.A.C.P. and CORE 

A second element in the strategy of the Southern 
struggle must be noted. Martin King is an ordained cler- 
gyman, and was the pastor of a local church when the 
Montgomery bus protest occurred and swept him up. We 
make no effort to explore the workings of this man’s 
mind and spirit. That a preacher emerged as the leader 
of so formidable a social movement while remaining 
firmly rooted in the church as an institution—a very 
unusual development—is due to the special character 
of the Negro church, especially in the South. The fact 
that King’s associates in the leadership of the broad 
movement and in the S.C.L.C. itself are also preachers, 
of course reinforces this point. 

Psychologically, in spite of the “other-wordliness” 
expressed in familiar spirituals such as “Swing Low, 
Sweet Chariot,” the church has been the channel for the 
expression of the Negroes’ anguish under slavery and 
their unquenchable thirst for freedom and dignity, as 
evidenced in such spirituals as “Let My People Go.” 
The church in the South has been the chief, almost the 
only, place where men of talent could arise. The leader- 
ship of preachers in the integration movement is a paral- 
lel to the leadership of the British unions, in their early 
period a century or more ago, by leaders trained as lay 
preachers in the Non-conformist chapels of England, 
Scotland and Wales. But perhaps the most important 
element is that economically the church is the one Ne- 
gro institution which is basically independent of white 
control. 

For all these reasons it is inevitable that a movement 
which involves Southern Negroes—and Negroes in 
motion—which is their movement and not something 
which is done for them by others, whether Negro or 
white, must be essentially church-centered and preacher- 
led. 

On the one hand, organizations like N.A.A.C.P. and 
CORE can be immensely helpful if they accept this 
fact and build on it with real enthusiasm and, if one 
cares to put it in those terms, self-abnegation. If these 
organizations try to ignore or circumvent this element, 
to put up another symbol than the Negro preacher, to 
develop a rival center of power to that which is located 
in the church environment, vast harm may be done. 

But this condition imposes very stern responsibilities 
on Martin Luther King Jr., on Abernathy, Lawson, 
Shuttlesworth, and others who might be named, and on 
the Negro churches in the South generally. Leaders have 
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to lead. They have to develop programs. A movement 
has to have structure and machinery, as was recognized 
when the Southern Christian Leadership Conference was 
set up. It is obvious that at least in some cases leaders 
cannot at the same time carry on all the manifold dutics 
of parish ministers, even if they have “associates” and 
“assistants”, and also discharge the duties involved in 
S.C.L.C. leadership. It is our impression that this prob- 
lem of leadership and organizations has not yet been ad- 
equately faced. Perhaps it will have to be faced and re- 
solved soon if, for example, the student sit-ins are not to 
prove another glorious but isolated episode, rather than 
a serious action in a continuous struggle, and if the 
movement for registration and the greatly stepped-up 
exercise of the franchise is not to peter out. 

We do not here enter into the very interesting ques- 
tion as to what may be the internal development of the 
Negro church as the nation moves toward an integrated 
society. What does have to be noted here is that, central 
as the Negro churches are at the moment, they do not by 
themselves constitute an adequate base even now, and 
that increasingly there must be support from other 
social institutions. 

This provides abundant opportunity for the organi- 
zations especially devoted to the racial field that we have 
already named. It also suggests the necessity for Negroes 
to have a genuine voice in Southern political life and 
a share in civic functions. Most importantly, it empha- 
sizes the necessity for close cooperation between the 
movement for integration and the labor movement. For 
both it is essential that integrated mass Southern unions 
be built. For the labor movement this means that for the 
sake of its own future nationally it must quickly increase 
its support of S.C.L.C. and the integration movement 
generally. Most credit belongs to those unions and union 
leaders, as yet far too few, who have seen this and have 
given at least token financial, and thus moral, support 
to King and others. In this field A. Philip Randolph 
has, of course, for years been the prophet, the practical 
and imaginative leader and the noble symbol. If the Ne- 
gro Labor Congress avoids becoming merely an instru- 
ment for Negro trade-union office-holders to advance 
their own ambitions and instead manages to carry on the 
great educational job which is required in the A.F.L.- 
C.I.0. to set in motion adequate support of the Southern 
struggle for integration and a vigorous unionization cam- 
paign in the South, it will prove the crowning achieve- 
ment of his career. 


Guerilla Warfare or Nonviolence? 

We come now to the last major aspect of a viable ap- 
proach to the problem of liberation for the Negro peo- 
ple. We have referred to Martin Luther King Jr. and 
have pointed out that he is and, so to speak, had to be 
a Southerner and a preacher. Does anyone think that if 
he had been pastor of Wesley Methodist Church in 
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Boston, Buffalo or Los Angeles, he would be in the po- 
sition in which he finds himself today? As we have said, 
King is also an exponent and practitioner of nonviolent 
direct action. Again, we need not dwell here on what 
Martin King’s personal faith is and how he came by it. 
Speaking politically, nonviolence had to be and has to 
be the program of the movement under discussion, 
Sporadic resort to violence, in self-defense or even in 
retaliation, is understandable in some situations in the 
Deep South. It is in fact inevitable that there should be 
such instances. But the idea of solving the problem of 
Negroes in the South by guerilla-war tactics is bizarre. 
It is hard to believe that anyone who is capable of visu- 
alizing what it would lead to in practise can seriously 
propose that Negroes and whites should engage in a race 
for small arms and baby bombs. Moreover, if Southern 
Negroes are sufficiently united and determined to make 
some kind of showing in armed conflict, they will have 
no need of arms to make the present machinery of re- 


pression inoperative. 


But nonviolence is not a negative thing. It does not 
mean the absence of violence, the renunciation of action, 
submission. It means resort to a superior form of strug- 
gle, the tapping of the reservoirs of moral foree—‘soul- 
force”, as Gandhi called it—which lie in human beings 
who individually and collectively assert their dignity 
as human beings and, being serenely possessed of their 
own souls, refuse to strike back at those who oppress 
and demean them but with equal resoluteness refuse 
any longer to submit to oppression and humiliation. 
It is the terrific moral force generated in those who 
are ready to die rather than submit longer to injustice. 
The big ultimate question is whether Southern Negroes 
‘in sufficient numbers have reached that point. 

There is no time here for a detailed exposition of the 
philosophy of nonviolence, whether in a Christian, a 
Gandhian or any other form; but there is one aspect of 
this philosophy that seems to require interpretation 
for many involved in the integration struggle. Martin 
King exhorts his fellow-Negroes to “love your enemies,” 
and there is reason to think that a good many people. 
especially the young, misunderstand that phrase or sim- 
ply do not get a coherent picture from it. It does not 
mean having a sentimental liking for people who spit 
on you. What is involved may be stated as follows. 

The objective of the integration movement is to re- 
move the present social structure, which makes some 
masters over others, which is so ordered that human 
beings whose skin is dark are humiliated, and human 
beings whose skin is light subject others to humiliation 
(which means that they, too, are humiliated). This sys- 
tem degrades’ everyone who lives under it. Community 
is impossible under such a structure. Suspicion and fear 
and neurosis are generated by it. Ultimately, the social 


fabric is torn asunder and individuals rush into hysteria. 
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The objective is, then, to develop in the South, and else- 
where, a truly democratic social structure. 

Everybody realizes that if such a society is to be pos- 
sible, whites have to believe in the capacity of Negroes 
to be fully human. That is what it means for whites to 
“love” Negroes. To “hate” them’is to refuse to recognize 
the Negro as fully human. Basically, this is what South- 
ern whites, operating in the social structure they still 
want to maintain, are doing. Conversely, for Negroes to 
“love” white Southerners means to recognize that the 
whites have the capacity to be fully human. If this is not 
the case, no genuine new community, no democratic so- 
ciety, is possible in the South. Theoretically, a society in 
which the Negroes had subdued and dominated the 
whites might emerge. This is the nightmare which dis- 
turbs the sleep of some Southerners who are caught in 
the pattern of “white supremacy” and therefore unable 
to conceive of another basic pattern in which men live 
together as humans. But in fact a “black supremacy” 
régime is not remotely possible in the South, nor does 
any sane Negro wants it. Therefore, Martin Luther 
King. Jr. is both spiritually and politically completely 
right in saying that Negroes must “love” white Southern- 
ers, i.e. believe in their capacity to be human. This 
faith will certainly find expression also in personal 
relations between individuals of both groups; but there 
is no genuine love in the personal and Christian sense, in 
spite of apparent exceptions, within a pattern of racial 
domination, among those who have not fundamentally 
broken out of that pattern. 

All this finally means that in carrying on their relent- 
less nonviolent struggle for their own liberation, Negroes 
are liberating white Southerners, This is the basic way 
in which the former express their “love” for the latter. 
White Southerners could not hand true freedom to Ne- 
groes, even if they wanted to. Nobody can bestow free- 
dom on those who do not want it. And to “want” in this 
context does not mean to have a pale wish for freedom, 
but to have a hunger which can no longer be denied. It 
means to demand freedom and to be ready to die for it. 

We are aware that we have left out of this discussion 
many items that would have to come into a comprehen- 
sive study, including most of what has to do with the 
problems and the réle of Southern whites. But it re- 
mains true that the one great and and indispensable 
element in that réle is that they should recognize the 
“love” for them that is expressed in the nonviolent strug- 
gle for liberation; that Southern white society should 
therefore cease to fear this movement or try to dilute it, 
but should accept it and embrace it. If this is to say that 
love spells travail and that reconciliation is a painful 
process which involves not the covering up of issues and 
antagonisms but the bringing of them to the surface, this 
would simply mean that this struggle and its resolution 
has the same characteristics as all great human struggles 


and reconciliations. THE Eprrors 
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THE SPY WHO DIDN'T DIE 


| WOULDN’T BLAME President Eisenhower 
if he topped his drive after someone brought him the 
statement in which the State Department admitted that 
an American plane had been on a spying mission when 
shot down thirteen hundred miles inside the Soviet 
Union. The fact cou'd not have been a surprise to him, 
but the admission must have made him wonder what 
kind of people are running the government these days. 
Many an American, on and off the golf course, must also 
have wondered what got into the government. So far as I 
have been able to determine, Francis Powers is the first 
captured American spy since Nathan Hale whom the 
government has admitted was actually a spy. 

Like young Van Doren, who only told the truth after 
it was impossible to get away with further denials—and 
then told only as much of the truth as he could not 
squirm out of—the government is trying to claim credit 
for its democratic candor, even while continuing to lie 
as much as it thinks it has a chance to get away with. 
Thus the official admission claims: 

Insofar as the authorities in Washington are con 
cerned there was no authorization for any such flights. 

But, as Hanson Baldwin points out, in the New York 
Times: 

The whole history of the U-2 project . . . shows clearly 
that the activities were managed and probably closely 
directed by. Washington. 

And James Reston points out, also in the Times, that: 

Mr. Dulles, as head of the intelligence agency, opens 
the meetings of the National Security Council, the top 
security Cabinet committee of the government with a 
briefing each week. He goes repeatedly to the White 
House to brief the President on the intelligence gat!i- 
ered on Soviet activities, so that while this particular 
flight may not have been known to some top leaders, 
the fact of such flights in the past seems to have been 
rather widely known. 

Baldwin so aptly puts it: 

The United States Government, many members of 
Congress and much of the press had been mousetrapped 
into premature denials. Mr. Khrushchev was able to 
show—with the capture of the pilot—that these were, 
as he bluntly put it, “complete lies.” [Emphasis ours. } 

What led the distinguished leaders of the “Free 
World and the “free” press to intone these self-righteous 
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propaganda lies was a “premature” confidence that there 
would be no tangible evidence to disprove them and that 
the government would be able to cover up for them, even 
as they were covering up for the government. An A.P. 
dispatch, printed in the Easton (Pa.) Express, states: 
Officials familiar with diplomatie history and prece 

dent said they could recall no instance in the past in 


which a great power frankly acknowledged an espionage 


operation against, another under such cireumstances. 
They said the rules of the game eall for covering up 
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or disavowing any incident of espionage even when the 
other side has evidence to the contrary. 

What motivated Eisenhower and Herter to act as 
they did has not been officially disclosed. 

Hanson Baldwin comes pretty close to disclosing what 
motivated them when he asks: 

Why did the pilot survive? 

That is a question that only Mr. Powers can answer, 
and he may spend the rest of his life trying to answer 
it satisfactorily. 

Mr. Khrushchev . . . has declared that a hypodermie 
needle or pin and a pistol were recovered. ... 

The U-2 almost certainly had a_ self-destructive 
charge, which apparently was not set off... . 

The Central Intelligence Agency undoubtedly 
would have wanted Mr. Powers to destroy his plane and 
himself. 

Convinced that the pilot had destroyed both himself 
and the plane (remember how we decided during World 
Warll that the Japanese were an inferior race because of 
their kamikaze pilots) top American leaders confidently 
issued their pre-arranged phony stories and then pro- 
ceeded to lambaste Khrushchev for having manufac- 
tured a “fairy tale” (Rep. Hosmer) as a cover for pro- 
vocative acts on the eve of the Summit. I know that the 
following excerpts are hard to read, but they may be 
worth wading through as a reminder of the way the 
government tries to snow us under with its “fairy tales.” 

One of N. A. S. A’s [National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration] U-2 research airplanes, in use 
since 1956 in a continuing program to study gust-mete- 
orological conditions found at high altitude, has been 
missing since 9 o’clock Sunday morning (local time), 
when its pilot reported he was having oxygen difficulties 
over the Lake Van, Turkey, area. 

The airplane had taken off from Incirlik Air Base, 
Turkey. The flight plan called for the first check point 
to be at 37 degrees 25 minutes north, 41 degrees 23 
minutes east, and for a left turn to be made to the Lake 
Van Beacon; thence to the Trabzon Beacon; thence 
to the Trebizond Beacon, then to Antalya and return to 
Adana. The flight schedule was estimated at 3 hours 45 
minutes, for a total of 1,400 nautical miles. Take-off 
was at 8 A. M. local time... . 

The pilot, as are all pilots used on N. A. S. AJ’s pro- 
gram of upper-atmosphere research with the U-2 air- 
plane, is a civilian employed by the Lockheed Airerafi 
Corporation, builders of the airplane. 

Instrumentation carried includes: angular velocity 
recorder, to measure the airplane’s rate of pitch; modi- 
fied V. G. H. recorder, to measure and record head-on 
gust components in flight; flight recorder model BB, 
continuous recorder of indicated airspeed, pressure 
altitude and normal acceleration; airspeed and altitude 
transducer to measure pressure altitude and indicated 
airspeed; temperature and humidity measuring set 
AN/AMQ 7, to measure indicated free air temperature 
and indicated relative humidity ; and vortex thermom- 
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eter system, to measure true free-air temperature with- 
in one-half degree centigrade at high speeds. 
While the tabloids were screaming about Khrush- 
” the “responsible” New York 
Times labored and brought forth a weighty editorial 
which probed with mock seriousness the “real” reasons 
“behind Khrushchev’s wrath.” 

Last Friday the Mexican Government finally released 
the man who calls himseif Jacques Mornard. This is 
the killer who wormed his way into the confidence of 
Leon Trotsky and then ended the latter’s life with axe 
blows on the head. For two deeades the world has been 
reasonably sure the killer was a Moscow agent... . If 
any doubt of this remained, it was dispelled last Friday 
when the killer walked out of jail with a diplomatic 
passport from Communist Czechoslovakia.. 

All this is worth bearing in mind as we ponder the 
situation created by the latest Khrushchev outburst 
yesterday with regard to the American plane he says 
was shot down over his country. The facts about the 
plane ... will be a matter of continued discussion and 
argument for some time to come. But whatever the 
facts, the more important question remains of why Pre- 
mier Khrushchev chose to radically worsen the interna- 
tional situation virtually on the eve oi the summit 
meeting. ... 

Has he finally surrendered to the obvious Peiping dis- 
taste—probably shared by some of Khrushchev’s col- 
leagues—for efforts to reach international agreement ? 
Has he been encouraged by the recent disturbances in 
South Korea, South Africa and Turkey, as well as by 
the large anti-nuclear weapon demonstration in Bri- 
tain, to feel that the West is weaker than he originally 
thought ? 

Finally, has the past year’s improvement in the inter- 
national situation stimulated demands for greater 
freedom and greater material welfare among his own 
people? It is in such questions that the answer must be 
sought for yesterday’s amazing performance. [ Empha- 


chev’s “provocative acts, 


sis ours. } 

It is amusing to re-read this editorial and the other 
fabrications of the American leadership a few days later, 
after reading the following remarks by Khrushchev to 
the Supreme Soviet on May 7th. 

Comrades, I must tell you a secret. When I was mak- 
ing my report I deliberately did not say that the pilot 
was alive and in good health ‘and that we have got parts 
of the plane. We did so deliberately because had we told 
everything at once, the Americans would have invented 
another version. 

And now, just look how many silly things they have 
said—Van Lake, scientific research and so on and so 
forth. Now that they know that the pilot is alive they 
will have to invent something else and they will do it. 

Of course, Khrushchev in his turn is making prop- 
aganda, since he has known all along of American spy- 
ing, and since he himself supervises an elaborate organi- 
zation for spying, subversion, and sabotage. It just hap- 
pens that in this case he has done a clever job of cap- 
italizing on pilot Powers’ unexpected failure to kill him- 
self and has exposed the hypocrisy of America’s preten- 
sions. 

As it is, only a tiny fraction of the dirty business has 
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actually been exposed. A hint of other activities that will 
probably never be acknowledged in the specific can be 
seen in the following historical summary from the Times 
of May 9th: 

The Office of Strategic Services was formed in June 
1942... . Charged with providing a secret intelligence 
service working behind enemy lines, sabotage, morale 
subversion, guerilla organizations, and aid to partisan 
resistance. 

After the war Mr. Donovan [head of the O.S.S.] 
insisted that the United States must continue and 
even broaden its intelligence operations. President 
Truman established the Central Intelligence Group in 
January 1946. This was succeded by the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency, created under the National Security 
Act of 1947.... 

It has been reported that the total annual bill for 
the United States intelligence activities approximates 
$2,000,000,000, of which the C.I.A. spends half. The 
agency has been reported to employ 12,000 to 18,000 
United States citizens as well as thousands of foreign- 
born personnel. [Emphasis ours. ] 

On the same day, the Times commented editorially: 

In the Cold War the guilty person is the one who 
gets caught... . 

For the past decade and a half the Cold War has pro- 
ceeded consistently on two levels, the public and the 
clandestine. .. . 

Secret agents are employed, telephone wires are 
tapped, radio communications are recorded. . . citizens 
of the other side are corrupted through every available 
means from ideological persuasion to bribery and 
blackmail. 

Khrushchev, who certainly knows about American 
sabotage, as he knew about American spying, had this to 
say: 

It is alleged that the flight was made for scientific 
purposes to investigate the upper layers of the atmos- 
phere. The question arises why the pilot then had to 
be armed with a noiseless pistol. He was given it for 
some emergency, not to take air samples but to blow 
people’s brains out. All this we shall present to the pub- 
lic as material evidence. This is what, so to say, such 
Christians are like. 

He was given this pistol after making low bows as 
they do in churches. And yet they call us godless athe- 
ists. 

In the June 1959 LIBERATION, we reprinted an article 
entitled “The Secret Army” which originally appeared 
in the semi-clandestine General Military Review, a pub- 
lication sponsored by the NATO Generals Gruenther, 
Norstad, Speidel, Twining, etc. The following excerpts 
indicate the preoccupation of some, at least, of the 
“defenders of civilization,” whose clandestine activities 
are authorized by our kindly father-image-above-politics 
in the White House and are paid for by money deducted 
in taxes from the wages and purchases of average Ameri- 
cans: j 

The facts of the case would seem to indicate that 
dictatorships are inherently more vulnerable to the 
coup d’etat than are democracies. 

(They meant, of course, Communist dictatorships, not 
the allied dictatorships in Spain, Turkey, Korea, Na- 
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tionalist China, et al.) 

Insurgent leaders should endeavor to ensure that 
publie opinion is inflamed against the government. 
Carefully selected acts should be performed which will 
provoke official reaction, and this reaction should be 
presented to the public in the worst possible light. There 
is probably no better way of achieving this aim than 


by a judicious assassination or two. 

The employment of a special section to rescue cap- 
tured members or to eliminate those who are in danger 
of revealing vital information will generally prove 
an unpleasant necessity. 

(How true! If Powers could only have been eliminated, 
this whole unpleasant business would never have blown 
up as much as it did, and our revered statesmen would 
not have been revealed for the liars they are.) 

A previously prepared program of newscasts and an- 
nouncements for the broadcasting stations should be 
drawn up well in advance and the general publie from 
the very inception of the coup should be kept informed, 
not necessarily of what is actually going on, but at least 
of what the rebels wish them to believe. The object of 
this, of course, is to influence the public to those courses 
of action desired by the insurgents, and it is not there- 
fore necessary that the broadcasts correspond to the real 
situation. If the coup goes badly, or if the timetable 
cannot be kept, the false news can confuse and harm 
only the government supporters. In any case, in the 
heat of the action only an insignificant number of in- 
dividuals will be able to contradict these reports from 
personal observation. 

Judging from past performances, the various public- 
relations officers will catch their breaths, gradually 
work out a consistent and plausible story about what 
really happened in the case of the U-2, and succeed in 
selling it to the American people. “Only an insignificant 
number of indivduals will be able to contradict these 
reports,” and they are committed to a bipartisan defense 
of the official line. But for a moment, at least, the 
masks were dropped and we were able to see some- 
thing far more important than the exact details of this 
particular spy mission. We were able to see the total 
untrustworthiness of those who conscript our sons and 
our money and who bamboozle the American public 
into supporting what they call the defense of freedom 
but what is actually a totally depraved and suicidal 
struggle for mastery between two opponents who, in 
their public selves, have lost all rationality, all sense of 
truth and falsehood, and all sensitivity to the human 
values they profess to be defending. 

Can anyone really think it is safe to put inio the 
hands of such persons the terrifying weapons of modern 
technology—bubonic-plague germs, Polaris missiles, 
1.C.B.M.’s, hydrogen bombs. ete. ete.? The weapons 
stand condemned in their own right, but it is even more 
clearly inexcusable to have them available at a time 
when the governments of the world are just crazy 
enough to use them-——or to set off a chain of events in 
which they get used (and the people of the world are 


maimed, mutilated. and incinerated) without anyone’s 
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having quite realized that this would happen. To under- 
stand how easily this could happen, we have only to con- 
sider what the American reaction would have been if the 
situation had been reversed during the first two weeks 
in May. Let me give it to you, one, two, three: 

1. A Soviet plane is shot down while flying over Illi- 
nois. It has been taking photographs of bombing targets, 
military installations and industrial centers. The Rus- 
sians, caught Red-handed in a violation of our borders, 
respond by accusing us of aggression. 

2. Khrushchev cuts short his chess game to issue a 
series of mutually contradictory lies and disclaimers. At 
first the Russians insist that the plane was on a weather 
mission and inform the people that 23 other Russian 
planes (including bombers and fighter planes) have 
been downed or shot at in the last ten years, after having 
“strayed” over American territory. Then Khrushchev 
and Gromyko reverse themselves and boast that the 
Communists have been sending planes over the United 
States for many years and will continue to do so. 

3. In the midst of these attacks on the United States 
for its irresponsible provocations on the very eve of the 
Summit Conference, Russia announces that she is going 
to conduct a series of nuclear explosions. She solemnly 
declares that she is resuming tests so that she can help 
speed an international agreement to stop tests. Pravda 
prints the following announcement and comment: 

Timing of the announcement took on added signii- 
canee . . . because of Mr. Eisenhower’s belligerent 
speeches this week. 

The Kremlin statement, however, made no reference 
to these. Its text follows: 

Premier Khrushchev today announced approval of 
a major expansion of the present research and develop- 
ment directed toward an improved capability to detect 
and identify underground nuclear explosions. ... 

Known as Project VELA, the program ealls for in 
creased basic research in seismology. | Direet quote 
from New York Times, of May 8th, except that the 
names of Khrushchev and Eisenhower have been inter- 
changed, and “the Kremlin” has been substituted for 
“the White House.” ] 

For the safety of the world, the real race against time 
is not the never-ending race of the governments of the 
world to catch up to and surpass each other in the 
weapons of obliteration. The real race is to determine 
whether enough people will gradually disentangle them- 
selves from the myths of patriotism and military “de- 
terrence” to put a halt to the whole arms race. before an 
irritated Eisenhower, a drunken Khrushchev, an edgy 
general or fanatic pilot, an electronic error or a flock of 
geese on a radar screen triggers the war which will put 
an end to the world. Fifteen long years after the United 
States exploded the first nuclear bomb. there are signs 
that apathy. trust in the government. and a_ helpless 
feeling of “What can I do about it?” are gradually be- 
ginning to be replaced by a mood which impels more 
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THE FACE-TO-FACE COMMUNITY 


Intentional Communities 

Cooperative farming, pooling land for machine-cul- 
tivation, reserving part for diversified gardening, with 
various degrees of family ownership, all of this as a basis 
for a more integrated community life: this exists in 
many places, in cooperatives of the United States and 
Europe, in the impressive collectives of Mexico and 
Russia, and the communes of China. The driving 
motives are basically economic, to get a fair deal with 
the city, to raise the cultural level of the peasants and 
rescue them from poverty, illiteracy, and disease, to in- 
dustrialize without urbanizing, etc. Such motives can 
be part of a national policy. 

It is a very different matter when the way of life it- 
self, a well-rounded life in a free community, is the 
principal motivation. Such an attitude belongs not to 
backward but precisely to advance-guard groups, who 
are sensitive and more thoughtful than the average, and 
who react against the extant condition of society as frag- 
mented, insecure, lonely, superficial, or wicked. They 
are willing to sacrifice social advantages to live in a com- 
munity of the like-minded. National policy and policy- 
makers are not up to these refinements; the communities 
are small, politically on the fringe (though often in- 
tensely political as a function of life), and they tend to 
be transitory; yet they are the vital engaged experiments 
in which, alone perhaps, new social ideas can emerge, 
so we must notice them here. 

Such “intentional communities,” as the sociologists 
call them (modern examples are described by H. In- 
field), have come into being throughout history—in 
antiquity as philosophic or mystical brotherhoods; then 
as Christian fellowships; during the Reformation as part 
of the general dissent; as ways of coping with early 
industrial capitalism (Owenites, Fourierists). But our 
modern conditions, of super-organized capital and one 
neo-technology after another, have perhaps added a 
new chapter to the old story. To put it paradoxically, 
there is today so much communication, means of com- 
munication, communication-theory that there isn’t any 
community; so much socialism, social-agency, and sociol- 
ogy that there isn’t any society of work and living. We 
have mentioned these absurdities in our introduction; 
they induce “utopian” reactions, for instance our harp- 
ing here on “integration.” 

Consider our modern difference another way. Inten- 
tional communities have generally disintegrated, or so 
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their members thought, because of outside temptations, 
bankruptcy, hostility of the surroundings, loss of reli- 
gious faith among skeptics, attraction of big city vices. 
It is generally agreed that non-rational motives, like re- 
ligion or nationalism, wear better in this struggle than 
rational motives like philosophy, pacifism, or economic 
good sense. But today we also think that communiities 
disintegrate especially because of interpersonal diffi- 
culties; these explain the boredom, inefficiency, loss of 
faith; people are simply not up to living and working 
together. So the experts in community give sociometric 
tests (Moreno) to determine who among modern men 
are fit to live closely with their fellows, to bear the ten- 
sions and excitements of it. “Integration” is apparently 
no longer natural for all men. This seems to cut down 
the possibilities enormously, for to live well now re- 
quires, (1) to be disgusted with the common way, (2) 
to have a burning ideal to share, and (3) to have a coop- 
erative character. 

Given the paucity of candidates, such weeding-out 
tests are a poor expedient. Would it not be better, in- 
stead of regarding “non-cooperation” as a datum, to 
take the bull by the horns and regard community-life 
as a continuous group-psychotherapy in our sick society, 
in which just the anxieties and tensions of living to- 
gether become the positive occasions to change people 
and release new energy altogether? This would in turn 
diminish the reliance on non-rational ideals since the 
excitement of contact is soon more valuable than the 
attractions of the world. 


Kvutzah 


The most perfect. viable intentional community of 
modern times has been the kvutzah or kibbutz of the 
Zionists and Israelis. Those who settled these little com- 
munities were leaving not only anti-Semitism but also, 
imbued with the most advanced organic and socialist 
philosophies of the nineteenth century, the inorganic 
and competitive world of the West. As Jews, farming 
seemed to them the return to primary usefulness, inde- 
pendence, and dignity from which they had been ex- 
cluded; but many of ‘them were also professionals and 
craftsmen, used to science and machines. Sharpened 
by nationalism, for the place was foreign and becoming 
increasingly hostile, they also had the dedication of 
pioneers to a neglected and inhospitable soil, with the 
satisfaction of making it bloom. Pretty soon they learned 
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that this arduous community was not for everybody, 
and their international organization coped with the 
weeding-out by setting up long training periods for can- 
didates before the emigration. 

In its heyday, unlike the Russian collective, the 
kvutzah exercised almost complete autonomy of activity, 
and yet could sell in a competitive market; it was a com- 
munity-anarchism that, apart from its nationalism, 
would have satisiied Kropotkin. Crops, methods, indus- 
trialization, education, family relations, interpersonal 
problems: all directly determined in town meeting. 
Unhampered by national planning bureaucrats, each 
community can make use of the skills and resources it 
happens to have, and manufacture shoes, bricks, pro- 
cessed foods, citrus products, whatever secms convenient 
and profitable. Also, by entering into exchange with 
other autonomous communities of the same kind—for 
they form an even international federation—they partly 
avoid the stranglehold of the cash nexus. ‘there is at 
least the nucleus of a sufficient technology initiated and 
governed completely from below. 

More remarkabie than making the desert bloom, these 
communities have invented, and somewhat proved, a 
new idea toward the upbringing of children. ‘Lhe par- 
ents have private quarters, which are home, love, and 
emotional security also for the children; but the educa- 
tion and discipline of the children belongs to the entire 
community, peers and the productive life of the adults: 
more objective and friendly than parents. (This re- 
quires, of course, a small community where everybody 
knows everybody. When the kvutzah grows beyond this 
it must split up.) The young people of this training 
whom one meets-—“cactus-iruit”, as they call themselves, 

are, as one Would expect, characteristically brash, 
good-looking, know-it-all but not disrespectful, self- 
reliant but not really independent, sentimental, and 
very provincial, The brand of an integrated community, 
better than other brands. 

Naturally, with the establishment of the national 
state, these communities are under heavy pressure; com- 
munity anarchism does not fit easily into national states, 

especially when the overseas aid that has greased the 
wheels of the entire Zionist enterprise begins to dry up. 
Yet in the great present crisis, the unexpected influx of 
hundreds of thousands of refugee Jews from the sur- 
rounding Moslem countries, the communities have been 
willing and able to receive and train far more than their 
share: they are stable and adaptable. In the long run, 
perhaps, the more dangerous threat to their existence is 
the attraction of urbanism (better clothes and lipstick 
for the women, crowds, privacy, and brighter lights). 


Progressive Schools 
A major problem of every intentional face-to-face 


community is its “cash erop”, its economic role in the 
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great society that has no integral way of life but has a 
most integrated cash-nexus. Usually the problem is not 
enough money or credit to buy needed mass-produced 
machinery. but let us mention a touching example of 
a contrary problem. ‘the Macedonia (pacifist) com- 
munity made pedagogic toy-blocks for cash, and distrib- 
uted them, at cost of production, to like-minded groups 
like progressive schools; but the blocks became popular 
and big commercial outfits wanted a large number. Mac- 
edonia was then faced with the following dilemma: 
these commercial jobbers would re-sell them at a vast 
profit; yet if Macedonia itself charged them what the 
market would bear, the community would be contam- 
inated by commercialism. 


‘the cash-crop that has oiten served as the big-social 
roie of the small intentional community, is education: 
the community is a progressive school, (One is reminded 
of Plato’s remark that training men is a branch of agri- 
culture.) in the theory of progressive education, integral 
community life is of the essence: one learns by doing, 
one learns io live in a contactful community. The build- 
ings are built by students and teachers. Usually there 
is a farm. Emphasis is laid on creative arts and crafts, 
as unblocking of deep energy and as inventing the forms 
of better environment. Some progressive schools special- 
ize in serving the surrounding region as social-physicians 
and leaders of regional improvements. 


In the educational community, the mores are in prin- 
ciple permissive and experimental, and the persons 
form, almost invariably, a spectrum of radical thought 
and life, from highly moralistic religious-pacifists, 
through socialists and LaFollette or 'T.V.A. liberals, to 
free-thinking anarchists. ‘The close contact of such per- 
sons, the democratic and convivial intermingling of 
faculty and students, leads inevitably to violent dissen- 
sions, sexual rivalries, threatened families. It is at this 
point, as we have said, that the community could be- 
come a psychotherapeutic group and try by its travails 
to hammer out a new ideal for us all in these difficult 
areas where obviously our modern society is in tran- 
sition. Instead, the community itself tends to break up. 


Yet perhaps the very transitoriness of such intensely- 
motivated intentional communities is part of their per- 
fection. Disintegrating, they irradiate society with peo- 
ple who have been profoundly touched by the excite- 
ment of community life, and do not forget the advan- 
tages but try to realize them in new ways. People trained 
at defunct Black Mountain College, Nerth Carolina, now 
make a remarkable little village of craftsmen in Haver- 
straw, N. Y. (that houses some famous names in con- 
temporary art.) Perhaps these communities are like 
those “little magazines” and “little theaters” that do 
not outlive their first few performances, yet from them 
comes all the vitality of the next generation of every- 
hody’s literature. 
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OBSOLESCENCE 1S ONLY 
IN (TS INFANCY 


DESPITE the undisputed triumphs of 
Planned Obsolescence, some people evidently fear for 


Elgin Lewis 


the future. This fear, let me state at the outset, is not 
shared by myself. 

It has been no small feat to show the consumer why 
he should buy a mammoth-screen TV designed to give 
him a feeling of being permanently ensconced in a loge 
at the Paramount, and why, in only a matter of months, 
he should trade in this Panoramic Giant for three or 
four Petit Portables to be toted from room to room; why 
the Petit Portables in turn should be discarded for a 
French Provincial model (carved cabriolet legs) equip- 
ped with remote-control-tuning so that the owner docs 
not have to leave his chair and make the ten-step jour- 
ney over to the set; why the remote-controller should 
yield to a Chippendale Console with automatic pre- 
tuning which permits the owner to leave not only his 
chair but even the state, and still have his favorite 
programs on schedule. 

It is true that if obsolescence-planning were permitted 
to remain at present levels, the day could come when 
your consumer cracked beneath the weight of continuous 
buying, trading in, storing and discarding of quantities 
of commodities. In this condition, he might only stare 
dumbly at a commercial in which a hundred hand- 
rubbed walnut TV sets, tied to one another by stout 
rope, were pulled up the slope of Mt. Shasta to demon- 
strate their usefulness in mountain chalets. 

But I am confident that long before this melancholy 
day arrived, we would make essential improvements 
in the present planning of obsolescence. The road ahead 
may become clearer if we consider what already goes 
on today in the realm of weapons; between the obsoles- 
cence of weapons and the current obsolescence of con- 
sumer goods, there is a wealth of difference, let alone 
a wealth of wealth. 

Unlike consumer-goods obsolescence, that of weapons 
is not even planned. Spontaneous, it closely follows the 
laws of Nature. Each new offensive weapon inevitably 
results in a new weapon of defense, which gives rise to 
a still newer offensive weapon in an uninterrupted up- 
ward-moving cycle akin to Darwin’s natural selection. 
Production is not even slowed down by the realization 
on the part of scientists, engineers and technicians that 
their latest project will break all speed records on its 
maiden trip from assembly-line to junkyard. All this 
time, the manufacturer goes about his daily tasks serene- 
ly, knowing that the customer—in this instance, the 
government—never wearies of buying, pavs promptly. 
and rarely complains. And unlike the production of con- 
sumer goods, the making of weapons requires no army 
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of market research experts, advertising men and sales 
executives almost as large as the army which is to be 
equipped; it is enough for the manufacturer to organize 
an occasional refreshing junket for Pentagon officials 
and Congressmen, or to promise an Airforce general 
that when he reaches retirement age, a berth will be 


waiting for him with the company in line with its pro- 
gram of bringing in young blood. 

What makes weapon-obsolescence proceed so effort- 
lessly is that here the customer is no creature of whim, 
mood gr impulse. He is motivated solely by necessity, 
an element which, I submit, can easily be infused into 
the obsolescence of consumer goods as well. Let me il- 
lustrate. The walls of the apartment house where I live 
are much too thin. With my own TV loud enough to 
satisfy my wants, I have no need to listen to the TV in 
the next apartment, especially when it booms away on a 
different channel. Now, why shouldn’t some far-sighted 
manufacturer market a simple home-model jamming 
instrument (perhaps in a master-crafted cabinet with 
patterned grill cloth and brass trim) with which I turn 
my neighbor’s reception into a series of piercing howls? 
If this prompts him to turn down the volume to civil- 
it 
and my neighbor has no 





ized proportions, I turned off my jammer, of course 
takes only a flick of the wrist 





intention of learning any such lesson; he is convinced 
that any yielding to my pressure would be taken as a 
sign of weakness. Instead, he purchases (in easy monthly 
payments according to any one of four plans) a new 
receiver with built-in filter, guaranteed to withstand 
my jamming. But he does not stop there. He makes a 
second purchase: an ingenious jamming mechanism 
(superb lowboy styling) which transforms all incoming 
programs on my set into pig Latin. These measures are 
an invitation for me to make some gesture of appease- 
ment—which is quite out of the question. I trade in my 
master-crafted, but fairly elementary, jammer for a 
newly designed Super-Jammer. And taking advantage 
of liberal trade-in savings, I replace my receiver with 
a de luxe model equipped with the latest Super-Antijam- 
mer Tube Guard. 

Now there is no backing away from the fray. Both of 
us hurl ourselves into’ the contest with boundless energy 
and maintain a 24-hour-a-day communication with the 
finance company. Austerity is the word as we shear off 
the frills of daily existence and concentrate on buying 
the necessities of this battle for survival. Meanwhile, 
tens of millions of other citizens earnestly struggle for 
tens of millions of ways of life. They interfere with one 
another’s TV and hi-fi sets, vacuum cleaners and tele- 
phone bells. By pre-control, they put out of commission 
any car that invades parking territory staked out for 
themselves; the car, in turn, defends itself with a device 
for de-controlling the pre-controls. In this criss-cross of 
attack, defense and counter-attack, each new gadget 
vanishes after a brief but exhilarating existence. Only 
obsolescence endures. 
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“For the future of humanity” 





AGAINST NUCLEAR IMPERIALISM 


Largely because of the interest aroused by the Inter- 
national Sahara Protest Team, which was led by Mi- 
chael Scott, and in which two LipERATION editors, Bayard 
Rustin and A. J. Muste, took leading parts, the govern- 
ment of Ghana, backed by the governments of Morocco 
and other independent African states, initiated a Posi- 
tive Action Conference for Peace and Security in Africa, 
in Ghana, from April 7th through April 10th, The lead- 
ing political organizations in the states that have not 
yet attained independence were also well represented. It 
is safe to say that never before has a conference repre- 
senting a whole continent given such prominent recog- 
nition to nonviolence as a crucial factor in, mankind's 


struggle for peace and freedom. 


We are aware that some practices of the Ghanaian 
government are not fully democratic and that the pro- 
nouncements of political leaders must be evaluated by 
the degree to which they are carried out in practise. 
Nevertheless, we are printing excerpts from Prime Min- 
ister Kwame Nkrumah’s opening address because his 
emphasis on nonviolence is unique in a contemporary 


head of government. 


Moreover, Nkrumah followed up his address by ar- 


ranging a conférence at his official residence with mem- 


As you are all no doubt aware, the beginning of the 
year 1960 has seen the climax of ruthless and concerted 
outrages on the peace-loving people of our continent. 
The explosion of an atomic device in the Sahara by the 
French Government and the wanton massacre just over 
a fortnight ago in the Union of South Africa of our 
brothers and sisters who were engaged in peaceful 
demonstrations against humiliating and repulsive laws 
of the South African Government, are two eloquent 
events in this climax, which is a sign-post to the begin- 
ning of the end of foreign supremacy and domination 
in Africa. 

In spite of several protests to General de Gaulle by 
the whole African continent and the United Nations 
General Assembly against exploding an atomic bomb 
on our continent, the French Government arrogantly 
exploded this nuclear device on our soil. As a result of 
this callous and inhuman attitude. the Government of 


Ghana took immediate action by freezing the assets of 
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bers of the Sahara Protest Team and interpreters of 
Gandhian philosophy, such as Asha Devi of India. There 
he suggested that they draw up a statement outlining 
a plan for greatly enlarged protests against nuclear-war 
preparation. This was done, but the resulting manifesto 
was not acted upon by the full Conference, partly be- 
cause of lack of time. It may well be also that delegates 
of at least some of the African governments were hardly 
prepared to subscribe to so radical a pronouncement 
in favor of nonviolence. However, the manifesto is being 
circulated throughout Africa, and we have received word 
from Bill Sutherland, an American World War II con- 
scientious objector who has lived in Ghana for six years, 
was a member of the Sahara Protest Team, and will be 
a staff member of the proposed Training Center for 
Positive Nonviolent Action, that concrete plans for or- 
ganizing the Center, near Accra, are already being 
discussed, and that over fifty thousand dollars is being 
made available to finance the Center. 

The editors of LIBERATION take satisfaction in making 
available to American readers this evidence of the 
growing impact of the concept of nonviolent direct 
action, as well as a certain pride in the part the Com- 
mittee for Nonviolent Action and the editors them- 
selves have played in these events. 


French firms in Ghana. Other African leaders and gov- 
ernments, indignant at this outrage, took other decisive 
measures against the French Government. I hope our 
reactions and protests will prevent the Government of 
France from exploding further atomic bombs on our 
continent, 

It would be a great mistake to imagine that the 
achievement of political independence by certain areas 
in Africa would automatically mean the end of the strug- 
gle. It is merely the beginning of the end of the struggle. 
We must watch out for and expose the various forms of 
the new imperialism with which we are threatened. 
Among these, we must mention nuclear imperialism 
that dawned upon Africa on a tragie day last February 
when the French government exploded an atomic bomb 
on our soil. Winds carried the poisonous debris from 
the explosion to various parts of Africa, including Gha- 
na. and thus confounded the confident forecasts by so- 
called meteorological experts of Franee who claimed 
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that there was no wind that could carry radio-active 
debris more than seven hundred miles from the site of 
the explosion. From the point of view of genetics, these 
atomic tests are extremely bad and can have the most 
disastrous effects. 


Last December and January an international team 
consisting of representatives from Ghana and other parts 
of Africa, as well as members from Britain, the United 
States and even from France itself, attempted to enter 
the testing site at Reggane in the Sahara. They left Gha- 
na under the leadership of the Reverend Michael Scott, 
but were prevented from proceeding beyond the Upper 
Volta border by armed guards under the direction and 
control of French authorities. In order to make further 
attempts impossible, their vehicles and equipment were 
seized and have been kept by the French authorities up 
to now. Although they did not reach Reggane, they 
aroused many people to the dangers of nuclear imperi- 
alism. The team brought home to us the fact that the 
victims of these bombs are not less human just because 
they would probably never be known. 

Positive action has already achieved remarkable sue- 
cess in the liberation strugle of our continent and I feel 
sure that it can further save us from the perils of this 
atomic arrogance. If the direct action that was carried 
out by the international protest team were to be re- 
peated on a mass scale, or simultaneously from various 
parts of Africa, the result could be as powerful and as 
successful as Gandhi's historic Salt March. We salute 
Mahatma Gandhi and we remember in tribute to him, 
that it was in South Africa that his method of nonvio- 
lence and non-cooperation was first practised in the 
struggle against the vicious race discrimination that still 
plagues that unhappy country. 

But now positive action with nonviolence, as advocat- 
ed by us, has found expression in South Africa in the 
defiance of the oppressive pass laws. This defiance con- 
tinues in spite of the murder of unarmed men, women 
and children by the South African Government. We are 
sure that the will of the majority will ultimately prevail, 
for no government can continue to impose its rule in 
face of the conscious defiance of overwhelming masses 
of its people. There is no force, however impregnable, 
that a united and determined people cannot overcome. 

Future positive direct action against French nuclear 
tests might for instance, take the form of a mass non- 
violent atempt to proceed towards the testing area. It 
would not matter if not a single person ever reached the 
site, for the effect of hundreds of people from every 
corner of Africa and from outside it crossing the arti- 
ficial barriers that divide Africa to risk imprisonment 
and arrest, would be a protest that the people of France. 
with the exception of the de Gaulle Government, and 
the world could not ignore. Let us remember that the 
poisonous fall-out did not, and never will respect the 
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arbitrary and artificial divisions forged by colonialism 
across our beloved continent. 

In my view, therefore, this conference ought to con- 
sider the setting up of a training center where’volunteers 
would learn the essential disciplines of concerted pos- 
itive action. Such an establishment might also become 
the center for such needed research into the philosophy 
and technique of positive action which, in the age of nu- 
clear madness and apartheid arrogance, offers the great- 
est single hope for peace, security and brotherhood 
among mankind. 

General de Gaulle is reported to have said recently 
that while other countries have enough nuclear weapons 
to destroy the whole world, France must also have nu- 
clear weapons with which to defend herself. I would 
say here, and no doubt you all join me, that Africa is 
not interested in such “defense” which means no more 
than the ability to share in the honor of destroying 
mankind. We in Africa wish to live and develop. We are 
not freeing ourselves from centuries of imperialism and 
colonialism only to be maimed and destroyed by nuclear 
weapons. We do not threaten anyone and we renounce 
the foul weapons that threaten the very existence of life 
on this planet. Rather we put our trust in the awakening 
conscience of mankind which rejects this primitive bar- 
barism, and believe firmly in positive nonviolent action. 

The cardinal principle upon which the peace and 
security of this continent depends, is the firm insistence 
that Africa is not an extension of Europe or of any other 
continent. A corollary of this principle is the resolution 
that Africa is not going to become a cockpit of the 
Cold War, or a marshalling ground for attack on either 
West or East, nor is it going to be an arena for fighting 
out the East-West conflict. In this particular sense, we 
face neither East nor West: we face forward. 

Our emphasis upon Africa bespeaks neither chauvin- 
ism nor isolationism. We who pioneered the develop- 
ment of Pan Africanism have done so with a vision. 
History has described to us the tragedies which have 
beset every other continent upon this planet—the inter- 
national wars, the rebellions and revolutions. We must 
be determined that this continent of ours shall not re- 
peat that dismal history. The continent of Africa has 
been drenched with blood in the past, it has been parti- 
tioned, exploited and looted. Precisely because it has 
had this kind of past it is determined not to have that 
kind of future. If we succeed, and succeed we must, the 
whole of mankind—not Africa alone—will reap im- 
mense benefits. Men with great foresight and knowledge 
all agree that the future of the world will be decided in 
Africa. 

We welcome men of goodwill everywhere to join us, 
irrespective of their race, religion or nationality. When 
I speak of Africa for Africans this should be interpreted 
in the light of my emphatic declaration, that I do not 
helieve in racialism and colonialism. The concept “Af- 
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rica for Africans” does not mean that other races are ex- 
cluded from it. No. It only means that Africans who 
naturally are in the majority in Afvica, shall and must 
govern themselves in their own countries. The fight is 
for the future of humanity, and it is a most important 
fight. 

Our salvation and strength and our only way out of 
these ravages in Africa, lies in political union, and those 
who doubt the feasibility of such a union appear to have 
forgotten their history lesson too soon. The vastness of 
Russia and all the towering obstacles of her beginning 
did not prevent that country from building its greatness 
in unity by the union of eighteen different republics. 
The sprawling spread of America and her original co- 
lonial difficulties have not stopped that country from 
building a union of forty-nine states. If these countries 
can do this, why cannot Africa? I repeat that nothing 
but our own groundless fears and doubts can stop us 
from building a real practical political union. But re- 
member—“Our fears are traitors and make us lose what 
we might often achieve by fearing to attempt.” 








This is not a mere dream. This is an objective worthy 
and capable of achievement and | for one am prepared 
to serve under any African leader who is able to offer 
the proper guidance in this great issue of our time. 

So dear is this African unity to our hearts, that in 
our proposed republican constitution a definite pro- 
vision has been incorporated by a concrete proposal 
that Ghana’s sovereignty should be surrendered in whole 
or in part as a contribution towards the attainment of 
the great objective. Fellow Africans: permit me the 
liberty of stating in categorical terms that the greatness 
of this objective so transcends all other purposes and 
its sublimity is so profound, that it behooves each and 
everyone in the leadership of this struggle to endeavor 
to subdue his own little interests, his individual pride 
and ego and other petty considerations which merely 
serve to create needless obstacles in our path. The over- 
riding importance of African unity demands the sacrifice 
of all personal, tribal and regional objectives and con- 
siderations. 





Excerpts from Manifesto drawn up for Positive Action Conference for Peace and Security in Africa 


Non-Governmental Action 


1. The new mass nonviolent movement must be based at two 
points, France and Africa. It must enlist those people in 
France who oppose the nuclear policy of the de Gaulle Gov- 
ernment, along with the people of Africa, in a common strug- 
gle against that policy. 


2. In France demonstrations will take place not only at 
Government offices in Paris but especially before French 
nuclear establishments, with nonviolent efforts to enter these 
establishments and to stage sit-down strikes as one form of 
protest. . 


3. In these demonstrations Africans ... may join so that Af- 
ricans and Frenchmen standing shoulder to shoulder will 
appeal to the conscience of the French people and their tradi- 
tional humanitarianism to compel change in Government 
policy. 


4.In Africa we call for at least a thousand volunteers for a 
new Sahara protest movement. By joining with Africans 
from other parts of our continent in positive nonviolent 
action against nuclear imperialism they can make a decisive 
contribution to the liberation of all Africa. 


5. When preparations have been made, new marches on Reg- 
gane from both north and south shall be undertaken. France 
ean be confronted with thousands of Africans on the Sahara 
border demanding that the test be stopped and the French 
base in the Sahara abandoned. 


6. Localities from which volunteers come shall be responsible 
for the welfare of their families. 

7. Experience in India, in the struggles of Americans of 
African descent in the Southern part of the United States 
and in other nonviolent actions, as well as in the Sahara Pro- 
test, demonstrates that careful attention must be given to 
the training of volunteers, and responsibility for this shall be 
assumed by those who are appointed to carry out the resolu- 
tions of this Conference. 
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Governmental Action 


1. To establish a clear moral base for African protest against 
not only French but all nuclear preparations, this Conference 
ealls on the Independent African States formally to divorce 
themselves from this new barbarism by renouncing any inten- 
tion to build nuclear warfare establishments for themselves. 
2. This Conference re-affirms the policy of non-involvement 
in the deplorable East-West power struggle and arms race. 
3. Furthermore, the huge nuclear military establishments of 
the United States, the Soviet Union and the United Kingdom 
are a most serious menace to themselves, to Africa and to all 
mankind. They also provide the Government of France with 
the excuse that France is only doing on a small seale what 
they are doing on a much larger scale. 

This Conference therefore calls upon the Governments of 

the U.S.A., the U.S.S.R., and the U.K. to put an end—imme- 
diately and permanently—not only to nuclear testing but to 
the production of nuclear, biological, chemical, and all other 
weapons of mass extermination, and to liquidate or convert 
to peaceful uses all existing stocks of ‘such weapons. 
4. This Conference ealls on all nations to join at once in new 
action through the Security Council of the United Nations 
to put an end to the French testing program and its violation 
of African soil. 

This Conference cherishes the hope that through their own 
peaceful but determined struggle against French nuclear im- 
perialism the people of Africa may provide « new dynamic 
and inspiration to all movements for peace throughout the 
world. 

Action against the French bomb and the whole menace of 
nuclear annihilation is a part, and an integral part, of the 
African liberation struggle. The heroie struggle of Algeria 
for Independence, the struggle of the people of South Afriea 
against apartheid policy, and the liberation struggles in other 
parts of Africa, all will be helped tremendously if we ean 
develop a mass movement such as we now envision to strike 
a mortal blow at French nuclear imperialism and to banish 
all foreign bases from our soil. 


Liberation 








LETTERS... 


Dear Editors: Oberlin, Ohio 

Many thanks for Allan Brick’s lively piece on the Golden 
Rule (March 1960). Could he now spell out the psychological 
and ethical connections he sees between Emersonian “genius” 
and that “revitalization of man’s inner resources” which he 
describes in religious terms? For as Brick knows, this is a 
tricky business: the inner voice of romantic self-reliance 
may be daimon or demon, “continuing revelation” or satanic 
temptation. It’s only a step from the apparent egotism of 
the minor prophet to the real egotism of the self-deceiving 
erank. Even in Emerson and Thoreau a lofty independence 
may have led toward self-enclosure and loss of insight. And 
at what point does the heroic grandeur of Shelley’s Pro- 
metheus become the tragic monomania of Melville’s Ahab? 

We gain nothing by side-stepping this problem; anl Emer- 
son himself may help us to meet it. Though once flamboyantly 
declaring that he would obey his “genius” even if that meant 
living “from the Devil,” he had said more shrewdly about 
certain friends of George Fox: “they claimed inspiration; 
but they observed the conditions within which that claim may 
be safely made, the act namely of total self-renouncement.” 
And as Brick’s penetrating comments on Albert Bigelow 
suggest, that “self-renouncement” is no dour or exalted 
martyr-complex. It implies a spontaneous relish for this 
infinitely various world, and it results from no “will to love” 
but from that peculiar attentiveness which, Simone Weil 
once said, is worth any amount of good works. After all, 
Melville’s Ahab was a cosmic rebel concerned for his dignity 
and the dignity of mankind, and he also knew “how the pro- 
cess of acting discovers the process of knowing”: his intui- 
tive certainty grew as his voyage progressed. But, being 
self-encysted, he did not know that “violence is the result of 
fear.” Hence those two vessels remain precariously close 
yet leagues apart: Ahab’s Pequod voyaging toward a grandly 
suicidal imposition of will, and Bigelow’s Golden Rule voy- 
aging through that gay self-annihilation which is life itself. 
They are apt symbols of the two modes of revolutionary 
action open to us. 

Certainly this danger attending romantic self-reliance 
does not justify a retreat to cancerous doubt, to coercive in- 
stitutions, or to some Niebuhrian “realism.” As William 
Blake saw long ago, such solutions result, like diabolism itself, 
from an unconscious or hypocritical substitution of the ego’s 
will for that other voice heard only when ego or selfhood 
drops away. In fact, we could use a forceful restatement of 
something like Blake’s psychological position, making clear 
what remains valid—beeause a potentially living foree even 
amidst the twentieth-century horror—in our overlapping 
traditions of romantic and religious anarchism. Perhaps 
Allan Brick could provide it. 

Thomas Whitaker 


Dear Editors: New York 

It was kind of Allan Brick to comment on my work in 
the Mareh Liseration, but I do not think he quite saw what 
I meant. 

I agree with him about the need for “a revitalization of 
man’s inner resources” which implies “a vessel of new faith.” 
I also agree that any philosophical-political system, including 
that one upon which I am laboring, is itself nof such a re- 
vitalization or vessel. But it might make the latter possible. 
I do not think that any actual or conceivable vessel of fait! 
has any chance, unfortunately, in direct competition with 
the prevailing ideology. 


Vay 1960 


This one—the idea of endless rationalization, of which 
the most extreme expression is Marxizm—rests upon the sup- 
position that reason, the system, the Party; and faith, re- 
vitalization and the people are the same thing. When we sep- 
arate the two we acquire leverage but are not able to dispense 
with the rational power, only, perhaps, to prevent it from 
becoming its own end. This transformation of a supposed 
end into a means may make possible the emergence of some 
new symbol or concept of what the end is. But the duality 
remains and the handling of it is the political problem of 
the future. On the practical side, this appears as the idea 
of “limits” to which I referred in my October 1959 article. 
There are hopeful indications of late that this idea of neces- 
sary limits to modern industrial society is becoming a matter 
of general awareness. Jack Jones 





THE SPY WHO DIDN’T DIE 
(Continued from page 12) 


and more people to take action against at least a few of 
the insane activities of the government. From here on in, 
the job of those who see clearly is to step up the pace 
and intensity of their revolt. History has passed by the 
Niebuhrs, the Schlesingers, and their Communist coun- 
terparts who beat their breasts and lament the necessity 
of going along with military “deterrence” because “our” 
side is less evil than their side. It won’t make any differ- 
ence who was less wrong when the end comes. 

Nor can there be any justification for pacifist leaders’ 
continuing to protest their loyalty to the established 
processes of “democratic” society or to raise doubts 
about the wisdom of even the most extreme forms of 
nonviolent civil disobedience. The sooner we say to 
people that we are not loyal Americans but are bound 
by a higher law, the quicker will we make it possible for 
a vigorous and determined nonviolent movement to 
develop. 

Before World War II I used to listen with awe and 
admiration to an eminent socialist leader who thundered 
regularly about the latest crisis in diplomacy. Every 
week, he detailed the things the State Department, Pres- 
ident or Congress had done to get us into “this mess” 
and then outlined the things they should do to get us out 
of it. They never followed his advice or responded in any 
basic way to the Jetters and telegrams he urged us to 
send. It never seemed to occur to him that they never 
would. 

We should not mislead the slowly awakening Ameri- 
can people by encouraging them to expect the govern- 
ment to act contrary to its nature. Instead of reacting 
in political terms by voting for the kindly (but kept and 
powerless) liberal or by continually figuring out what 
the government should do, we should concern ourselves 
with what we can do. If we can develop a movement of 
nonviolent resistance to the militarism of the American 
government, we will at the same time be developing the 
methods, the tradition, and the personnel to provide a 
nonviolent defense against foreign invaders as well. 
There is no other way. 
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This Summer Join 
A Nonviolent Action Project for Peace 


POLARIS SATYAGRAHA 


The Symbol: Fleet ballistic missile submarines—for the coming decade the most important 
missile system in the nuclear arsenal. General Dynamics, foremost military con- 
tractor in the United States, creator of B-58 “Hustler” bombers and Atlas ICBM’s, 
builds the submarines in its Electric Boat Division shipyards at 


The Place: New London-Groton, Connecticut, home of the largest United States submarine 
base and of the United States Coast Guard Academy. One hundred and twenty- 
five miles from New York, 110 from Boston, and within 100 miles of a dozen other 
New England cities, New London-Groton is served directly by the New Haven 
Railroad and the Connecticut Turnpike, as well as by a ferry from Orient Point, 
Long Island. 


Purpose of the To challenge public acquiescence in the arms race and convince large numbers of 
Project: Americans that: 
—Preparation for thermonuclear war is immoral and dishonorable. 
—Total war, netional annihilation, not security will result from preoccupation 
with “closing the missile gap.” 
—The government must adopt a bold program for peace, including unilateral 
disarmament, defense by nonviolent resistance, negotiation of all disputes, an 
economic readjustment program, and massive nonpolitical aid to underdeveloped 
countries. 
—tThe people must take the lead in developing a movement of conscientious 
nonviolent resistance to militarism and injustice in both power blocs. 


The Action: A wide spectrum of educational activities in New London-Groton and along the 
East Coast: public meetings, leafleteering, walks, vigils, opinion polls, house-to- 
house visitations and eventually, if there are those who feel so moved, protest 
by civil disobedience. 


Sponsor: The Committee for Nonviolent Action, a non-political, non-sectarian group of 
American residents, which has previously sponsored the Nevada project, the 
voyage of the Golden Rule, Omaha Action, the Sahara Protest, the 1960 New 
York Civil Defense Protest, and other peace actions. 


Who Can Participate: You, if you sincerely desire to act powerfully for peace and mankind and wil! 
: accept a nonviolent discipline. People of all races, creeds, and political persuasions 
are welcome. Come if you are Beat or a right-wing Republican. Participate in 
whatever form of action you wish. No pressure will be on you to undertake 
more than your psychological preparation will absorb. 


Schedule: | Activities will begin June Ist and extend at least through August 31st. Details 
on request. 

Give part or all of this summer to POLARIS SATYAGRAHA. The individual does count for peace when 

he steps forward in nonviolent action for human dignity. Write or phone THE COMMITTEE FOR 

NONVIOLENT ACTION, 158 Grand Street. Room 10, New York 13, New York; WAlker 5-9415 
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